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Texas Radiological Society Membership Benefits
 
What Are the Benefits of TRS Membership?
With the mere $175 a year that you pay in membership dues a year to belong to the chapter that won the ACR’s Overall Excellence Award for 3 consecutive years, you will receive the following benefits and services:

 
Government Relations - the Voice of Radiology in Texas
If we do not negotiate and represent radiologists on the following issues, no other organization will.
· The TRS is the only voice for radiology at the state level, and one of the primary purposes of the TRS is to represent the interests of our members before the legislature when it meets at the Capitol in Austin.  Chapter membership provides the representation necessary to effect state legislation and regulations.  

· Through our legislative arm, the TRS PAC, we have a lobbyist to assist our chapter with state legislation and regulations.  The lobbyist works directly with the TRS’ legislative committee in monitoring and leading state action to ensure that our profession remains strong and vibrant, and that our patients are provided with safe and high quality care.  Some such state level legislation includes: 
· Efforts to curb the inappropriate utilization of radiology services that occurs with physician self-referral 
· Efforts to pass legislation to collect data to study the impact of ownership on referral patterns 
· Efforts to require the reportage and self-disclosure of financial ownership in imaging equipment 
· Efforts to ensure direct billing where clinicians ordering radiological services are not allowed to markup, or otherwise accrue profits from radiological services that they are not rendering (with certain exceptions) 
· Efforts to obtain Radiologist Assistant licensure 
  Almost all of the managed care legislation and healthcare reform issues are dealt with at the state level. Much of the policy for Medicare and Medicaid reimbursement is also determined at the state level with direct input from the TRS members who serve on the Medicare Carrier Advisory Committee.  Some of the areas in which the TRS  represents you are:

· Working with TMHP to improve the Pre-Authorization Program which was put into place in 2006 
· Working with the Texas Medical Association to support legislation that establishes adequate network standards and forces health plans to develop comprehensive physician networks 
 
Continuing Education
The TRS fulfills an important function by providing educational opportunities for its members at a convenient Texas location.  Through the TRS Annual meeting (2006 recipient of the Excellence in Meetings & Education Award of the ACR), the TRS provides its members with:

· Discounted meeting registration 
· 18-20 hours of CME in Diagnostic Radiology 
· 9-12 hours of CME in Radiation Oncology 
· 18-20 hours of Medical Physics credits 
· 1-2 Self Assessment Module (SAM) credits to help meet the new Maintenance of Certification requirements 

· At least 1 hour of ethics credits to help members meet the requirements of the Texas Medical Board. 
· 2-3 hours of mammography credits 

The next meeting of the TRS will be held at The Austin Hilton Hotel in Austin, April 8-10, 2011.  

 
The Voice of Texas at the ACR 
· The TRS is well represented in the Council of the ACR with 18 councilors and 19 alternate councilors.  When the ACR Annual Meeting is held, these chapter Councilors and Alternate Councilors express the needs and interests of you, our local members.  

· Through the TRS, members have the opportunity for input into the ACR Guidelines and Technical Standards that are approved by the Council of the ACR.  These ACR Guidelines and Technical Standards have become very important to hospitals, the courts, third party payers, and the practice of radiology in general. 
Pathway to ACR Fellowship
· Although there are multiple pathways to ACR Fellowship, by providing opportunities for leadership and involvement, the TRS gives members an opportunity for recognition as an ACR Fellow.  This designation is attained by only an estimated 10 percent of radiologists that belong to the ACR, and represents a significant career accomplishment.  The TRS also serve as a vital link for recommendation of candidates for ACR Fellowship to the ACR Committee on Fellowship. 

 

Shaping the Future of Radiology 
· The TRS has an active Resident and Fellow Sections that provides an opportunity to influence the education, formation and future career of the backbone of the specialty.  Residents are automatically members of the TRS, and the TRS gives residents from the different residency programs a forum to discuss mutual interests and concerns. 
· The TRS annually awards 25-30 residents a $500 stipend to enable them to attend the TRS meeting 
· 3-4 resident officers are also funded to attend the ACR meeting 
· The TRS also facilitates a meeting of the Texas Association of Program Directors in Radiology, where programs can learn from each other and thus help improve the overall training of residents in radiology. 
 

Commissions and Committees
· The TRS provides an array of opportunities for volunteerism and leadership development within the chapter committee structure.  This committee involvement can provide members with direct experience with various issues that are important in determining the overall success of the chapter in fulfilling its mission. 
 

Cultivating the Radiology Community through Professional Involvement & Communications
· Perhaps the greatest benefit of chapter membership rests in the camaraderie and professional sharing which takes place at meetings of the TRS.  Members know that they are not alone in attempting to find solutions to problems facing radiology today.  They work together in an attempt to effect solutions to mutual problems. 
· The View Box newsletter, published twice a year will update you on the latest happenings of events in the radiology community on the state (and national levels). 
· The TRS E-News is sent periodically to members to help keep you current on important radiology-related news 
 

How much are TRS Membership Dues?
Dues for the TRS are based on the following membership categories.  ACR membership dues have also been provided for your information.

DUES:                                                                                                            TRS                ACR           
Member/FACR Member                                                                                $175               $750

Member/FACR Member in Physics                                                               $50                 $200

Retired Members/FACRs/Physicists                                                              $-                     $-   

Member in Residency Program                                                                      $-                     $-   

Introductory Member – year following residency                                          $45                 $60  

Transitional Member – 2nd year following residency                                    $90                 $200  

Transitional Member – 3rd year following residency                                     $135               $300

Transitional Member – 4th year following residency                                     $175               $475
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BENEFITS OF ACR MEMBERSHIP

 

 

 

Members have access to numerous benefits and services.  Some benefits include:

· Complimentary subscriptions to 2 of the professions leading publications:  

· The Journal of the American College of Radiology (monthly, hard copy and available online) 
· The ACR Bulletin (bi-monthly, hard copy and available online) 
· Member discounts on continuing education opportunities: 
· Professional Self-Evaluation syllabi series & the CPI/Continuous Professional Improvement course 
· ACR Learning Files CD-Rom Series, the Mammography Interpretive Skills Assessment, and PET Imaging for the Radiologist 
· Unmatched education meetings ranging from clinical issues to the day-to-day business requirements of a radiology practice 

· Quality non-clinical courses to help radiologists in all stages of their careers 
· Online Resources at www.acr.org: 
· Member discounts on the ACR’s LifeLong Learning educational materials 
· Free access to the CME Gateway, to monitor your CME credits earned through participating organizations 
· Access to the ACR Membership Directory 
· Free access to Radiology InfoSource 
· Up-to-date news and information on radiology, health care, research and advocacy 
· Unrestricted access to members-only sections of the ACR website 
· Online payment for 2009 dues year 
· Exceptional array of resource materials on practice issues, including partnership and hospital contracts backed by the ACR staff’s expertise on these issues 
· Free job listings through the ACR Professional Bureau 
· ACR events and state chapter networking opportunities 
· Representation on Capitol Hill and at State legislative levels to protect and preserve the future of radiology 
 
Visit the ACR on-line at www.acr.org to learn how to take full advantage of your ACR membership, and to stay abreast of all the exciting changes happening at your association and the profession.  In order to log into the Members-Only resource sections on the web site you will need to log in with your username and password. 

User name: the first and last initials of your name in all lowercase letters followed by your 8-digit membership number; Password: your last name in all lowercase letters, no punctuation or spaces.
WHAT THE ACR DOES FOR YOU
 

These are challenging times for the radiology profession and you need a dynamic and effective organization working for you - the American College of Radiology is that organization.

 

· The College is your representative on Capitol Hill, ensuring that the voice of the radiology profession is heard by: 
· Articulating and defending radiology’s positions with testimony before the US Congress and with key federal and state government agencies 
· Working to optimize Medicare and Medicaid coverage and reimbursement levels for radiology services 
· Working through the political process with RADPAC to ensure that radiologists’ concerns remain at the legislative forefront 
· The ACR works everyday on the issues that are important to you and the profession, including: 
· Workforce shortages 
· Physician self-referral 
· CMS re-evaluation of RVUs and conversion factor updates 
· International teleradiology 
· Medical Liability Reform 
· Biomedical imaging and research 
· ACR Practice Guidelines & Technical Standards in book and CD-ROM format address a variety of diagnostic, interventional, and therapeutic procedures. They are updated and published yearly and free to all ACR members. 
· ACR Appropriateness Criteria™ are guidelines to assist radiologists, radiation oncologists, and referring clinicians in making initial decisions about radiologic tests and therapeutic procedures. They are available free online for members. 
· Accreditation programs - The ACR has accreditation programs in CT, MRI, mammography, nuclear medicine and PET, ultrasound, breast ultrasound, stereotactic breast biopsy, and radiation oncology, with information available online, along with a searchable accredited facilities list. 
· ACR clinical research results - The ACR has been a major factor in radiology clinical research since the establishment of the Philadelphia office in 1975. From this office, the ACR administers clinical trial activities funded by the National Cancer Institute. The results of these studies help shape medical practice, and are published in the JACR, ACR Bulletin, and online. 
· The American College of Radiology Imaging Network (ACRIN) is a National Cancer Institute–funded cooperative group, whose overarching goal is—through clinical trials of diagnostic imaging and image-guided therapeutic technologies—to generate information that will lengthen and improve the quality of the lives of cancer patients. 

· The Radiation Therapy Oncology Group (RTOG) represents a cooperative effort of physicians, physicists, biologists, and biostatisticians pursuing clinical investigations to increase cure and improve palliation of patients with cancer.  

· Research studies - The ACR conducts and publishes socioeconomic research in major clinical journals. A list of published articles/journal links is online at www.acr.org. 
 

